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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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Torn AOYAMA et al. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

1^ 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of 

the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

^ 2. The references were cited by or submitted to the Office in parent application No. 

09/973,848, filed October 1 1, 2001, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 
35 U.S.C. §120. Thus, copies of these references are not attached. 37 CFR § 1.98(d). 




John W. Fitzpatrick 
Registration No. 41,018 

JAO:JWF/aaw 
Date: March 26, 2004 



Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
AUTHORIZATION 
Please grant any extension 
necessary for entry; 
Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 1 5-046 1 
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ATTY DOCKET NO. 
110821.01 



APPLICANTS 
Tom AOYAMA et al. 



FILING DATE 
March 26, 2004 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 

INITIAL 




APPLICATION NO. 

Rule 53(b) Continuing Appl. 
of U.S. Appl. No. 09/973,848 
Filed October 1 1 , 2001 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


6,462,517 


10/08/2002 


Tadatoshi Asada 


6,344,734 


02/05/2002 


Iwatani et al. 


6,191,562 81 


02/20/2001 


Mueller et al. 


6,121,757 


09/19/2000 


Takahashi et al. 


6,014,016 


01/11/2000 


Maruyama et al. 


5,936,440 


08/10/1999 


Asada et al. 


5,886,500 


03/23/1999 


Iwatani et al. 


5,686,819 


11/11/1997 


Iwatani et al. 


5,675,237 


10/07/1997 


Shiro Iwatani 


5,629,606 


05/13/1997 


Tadatoshi Asada 


5,497,071 


03/05/1996 


Iwatani et al. 


4,831,322 


05/16/1989 


Mashino et al. 


4,658,200 


04/14/1987 


Kouge 


4,602,205 


07/22/1986 


Matsuhashi et al. 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


DE 199 35 260 Al 


02/10/2000 


Germany 


EP0 736 950 Al 


10/09/1996 


Europe 


JP A 59-220030 


12/11/1984 


Japan 


JP A 7-115738 


05/02/1995 


Japan 



SUB 

CLASS CLASS 




SUB 

CLASS CLASS 




OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 




Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 

conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Date: March 26. 2004 
























































































